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MOUNT BARKER MOBILE PHONES AND
WALDORF SCHOOL
DIGITAL DEVICES —
ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

PURPOSE

The widespread ownership of mobile phones (and similar devices such as tablets and iPods)
among students requires that school administrators, teachers, students, and parents take
steps to ensure that such mobile devices are used responsibly at school. This Acceptable
Use Policy is designed to ensure that potential issues involving mobile phones can be clearly
identified and addressed, ensuring the benefits that mobile phones provide (such as
increased safety) can continue to be enjoyed by our students while recognising the need to
maintain a positive learning and social environment.

The Mount Barker Waldorf School accepts that parents give their children mobile phones to
protect them from everyday risks involving personal security and safety. Parents may also
be concerned about children fravelling alone on public fransport or commuting long
distances to school. It is acknowledged that providing a child with a mobile phone gives
parents reassurance that they can contact their child if they need to speak to them urgently.
The school also recognises that phone use during school hours can cause distractions to
learning and interfere with healthy peer interactions, particularly in the middle years.

The Mount Barker Waldorf School has established this Acceptable Use Policy for mobile
phones that provides teachers, students and parents with guidelines and instructions for the
appropriate use of mobiles during school hours.

Student and their parents or guardians are invited to read and familiarise themselves with
the Acceptable Use Policy if students infend to bring mobile devices to school. The
Acceptable Use Policy for mobile devices also applies to students during school excursions,
camps and extracurricular activities.

POLICY DETAIL

1. Responsibilities — Students and Parents

1.1. The decision to provide a mobile phone to their child should be made by parents or
guardians. Parents should be aware if their child takes a mobile phone (or other
mobile device) to school.

1.2. Students and their parents or guardians should read and understand the
Acceptable Use Policy before students are permitted to bring their mobile phones
to school.

1.3. It is the responsibility of students who bring mobile devices to school to abide by the
guidelines outlined in The Mount Barker Waldorf School’'s Acceptable Use Policy.

1.4. Parents are reminded that in cases of emergency, the front office remains the vital
and most appropriate point of contact and can ensure your student is reached
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quickly and assisted in any appropriate way. Texting to arrange pick up during
class time is not appropriate. As we have a duty of care, we need to know if your
student is ill or if other urgent matters arise.

2. Use of Mobile Phones in the Primary School

3.

2.1.

The School actively discourages the use of mobile devices by students in the
Primary years. Mobile devices should only be brought to school if necessary, for
communication with parents. Students who bring a mobile phone to school must
agree with the Acceptable Use of Mobile Phone Devices should be switched off or
on silent and kept in a bag or locker for the duration of the school day.

Acceptable Uses of Mobile Phones in the High School

3.1.

3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

3.8.

When on the school grounds or at school events, it is the school’'s expectation that
mobile phones will not be used by students at any time unless specifically requested
by the teacher for learning purposes. In the interest of seeking to create a mobile
free zone, the school reserves the right to collect all mobile phones from students at
the beginning of the school day. Phones will be stored in a secure manner and
returned to the student at the end of the lesson or school day, whichever is
applicable. If astudent requires the use of a phone during the school day, then the
student may request access from the IT Officer in the Innovation Resource Centre.

Mobile phones remaining in the student’s possession must be switched off or on
silent during the school day, including break times. Exceptions may be permitted
when a teacher requests that students embrace the technologies provided by a
smart phone. Except when mobile devices are being used as part of the lesson
plan or with the express permission of a teacher, they must be switched off or
placed into ‘silent mode’ and kept out of sight during the school day to focus on
learning, minimise distractions and encourage healthy social interactions with peers.

Mobile phones or other mobile devices must not be used in any manner or place
that is disruptive to the normal routine of the school. Mobile phones must be
switched off /on silent and kept out of sight during classroom lessons and school
activities to minimise distractions. Mobile phones must not disrupt classroom lessons
with ringtones, vibrating or beeping.

Students must not use mobile phones to make/receive calls, send/receive text
messages, access the internet, use social media, take photos or use other
applications during lesson fime or while engaged in any school activities such as
assembly or sport or at recess and lunch. Exceptions may be permitted when a
teacher explicitly requests that students embrace the technologies provided by a
smart phone.

While at school (and only during allowed times) students must generally use
soundless features such as text messaging, answering services, call diversion and
vibration alert to receive important calls.

Mobile devices are not to be used in changing rooms or toilets or used in any
situation that may cause embarrassment or discomfort to their fellow students, staff
or visitors to the school.

Using mobile devices to bully (also known as cyberbullying) and threaten other
students is unacceptable and will not be tolerated. In some cases, it can constitute
criminal behaviour.

Students and parents are reminded that it is a criminal offence to use a mobile

Policy No. COM002.v1 Page 2 of 4



4.

3.9.

phone to menace, harass or offend another person, and that almost all calls, text
messages and emails can be fraced.

Mobile phones or other mobile devices must not be used to take photos/video of
any other student or teacher without their consent. It is also prohibited to upload
photos/video of other students/teachers to social media websites or email
photos/videos to others when doing so would embarrass, humiliate or cause
discomfort to the subject of the photo/video.

Theft or damage

4.1.

Students who bring a mobile device to school may want to leave it locked away in
their locker/bag when they arrive to prevent loss or theft. The school accepts no
responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile devices.

Consequences of unacceptable/inappropriate use

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

Students who infringe the guidelines and rules set out in Mount Barker Waldorf
School's Acceptable Use Policy will have their mobile device confiscated by
teachers. The mobile device will be taken to the front office and the student’s class
guardian and parent/guardian informed. Students may collect their device at the
end of the school day.

Failure to heed the rules set out in Mount Barker Waldorf School’'s Acceptable Use
Policy may result in an alleged incident being referred to the police for
investigation. In such cases, the parent or guardian would be notified immediately.
Students using mobile devices to bully other students will face disciplinary action as
sanctioned by the Principal.

Failure to comply with a tfeacher’s direction to hand over or put away a phone will
result in further disciplinary action and repeated infringements may result in the
withdrawal of the agreement to allow the student to bring the mobile telephone to
school.
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WALDORE SCHOOL

MOBILE PHONE PERMISSION

I have read and understand the Mount Barker Waldorf School’s Policy for Acceptable
Use of mobile phones and other mobile devices at school.

I understand that my child's number will be kept on file at the school and that the
details may be used (and shared with the appropriate authorities, if necessary) to
assist in identifying a mobile phone or other device should the need arise (eg if lost, or
if the phone or device is being used inappropriately).

I give my child permission to carry a mobile phone (or other device) to school and
understand that my child will be responsible for ensuring that the mobile phone is used
appropriately and correctly while under the school’s supervision, as outlined in Mount
Barker Waldorf School’'s mobile phone Acceptable Use Policy.

| understand that the most appropriate way to contact my child during the school

day is via the front office.

* Parent Consent through the Consent 2 Go platform *

Version

Action

Approved by

Date

Policy COM002.v1

Re-formatted 2018  policy,
added section on staff working
alone.

18/06/23

COMO002.v1.5

Updated to current information
sent to parents.

06/07/23

Review Due
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